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This was the mainspring of the administration, which so
far as the Indies was concerned, was absolute, though a
number of small native principalities, especially in Java, had
been preserved in being and given certain local powers and
jurisdiction.
During the present century, however, owing :o the
awakening of nationalism, particularly among the Javanese,
various reforms and a certain degree of decentralization
were carried out. In 1918 a Volksraad was instituted at
Batavia, partly official and partly elective: this consisted
of 30 "Indonesian" members, 25 Dutch and 5 foreign
Asiatics; of these 20, 15 and 3 respectively were elected.
The Governor-General submitted legislation and the annu J
budget for its approval, but if this were withheld he could
legislate after the lapse of a period and the budget could
be passed by Parliament in Holland. Regional and municipal
councils were also set up, but the power of the bureaucracy
was not in practice very greatly diminished. It was considered
that, owing to the high technical development of adminis-
tration in a densely populated country like Java, whose
life is bound up with the social services, and the super-
vision of production and of public health, the transfer of
real authority to inexperienced local bodies would be fraught
with difficulty; but obviously this could only be tested by
actual practice.
The Netherlands Indies naturally bulk much more largely
in Holland than do the Colonies to Britain. A great many
Hollanders*can look forward to a life career in the Indies as
officials, merchants or producers; trade connections with the
mother country are intimate and important, and Dutchmen
take out their families or set up permanent establishments in
the East Indies. The Dutch mix more easily with the native
peoples than the British, and intermarriage is not uncommon.
There is indeed a large and growing community of Eurasians